USING NON TEXT STRUCTURES

I Think People Can Get Mad
Instructions, Title, Pictures, Captions, Graphs, Map
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This is a true story about the creation of the statue of liberty.  Read the story and answer the questions. 
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For many people in the United States and around the world, the Statue of Liberty is a symbol of freedom and hope.  Completed in 1886, the statue stands gracefully over New York harbor.  At the time when it was built droves of immigrants were leaving their homelands in the hope of finding a better life in the United States.  Those who came from Europe had to travel on massive steamships, and the journey sometimes took more than two weeks.  Often, the statue was the first sight they got to see in their new country.  However before it could be finished, the creators of the statue had to overcome many obstacles.





The first thing many immigrants saw of their new home





Immigrants came from many countries around the world.





THE LESSON


This test strategy is very important, fun and simple to use with students of all grade levels. 





Take a piece of text, such as this, and place it on an overhead projector.  Cover the text section so the students can only use the non text structures.





Introduce the ITPCGM mnemonic:


 Instructions, Title, Pictures, Captions, Graph, Maps.  





Have the students determine all they can from these clues and then inferring what the text might be about.  What words would you expect to see?  What type of text is it?  How do you know?





Model this, then have the students work in groups or partners.  Do one of these every day as a way of highlighting the use of non text structures and activating prior knowledge.  Great for testing, but essential for understanding, and a great tool to assist comprehension.
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