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1. ABOUT POINT
Purpose: This strategy is a tool to enhance comprehension for independent reading. It assists students to identify what the content information is “about” and the “point” of the subject matter. Students stop at logical points while reading text and respond to the statement: This section is about _____________, and the point is _____________.

Key benefits for All Readers: About-Point is a useful strategy for all readers because it uses small, manageable amounts of text and teaches students to identify both the content matter and the point of information, while at the same time stimulating recall. Managing large amounts of information can often be a daunting task. In addition, recognizing want the content is “about” and the “point” of it can be confusing when reading difficult information.

It also assists students by creating “return points” when they are reading, if their concentration breaks down, or they are distracted.
Example of About-Point:

This section is about water pollution, and the point is that many people in poor countries die from drinking contaminated water.

This section is about the military strategy of the Revolutionary War, and the point is that the colonies used unconventional methods of warfare.
Procedure: 

Model.
1. Before beginning the lesson write the pattern below on the board or overhead.
This section is about________________________________

and the point is____________________________________

You may want to highlight or write the words about and point in a different color.

2. Read the first paragraph of a text. 
3. Write an “about” statement/words next to the paragraph. 
4. Next, write two/three “point” statements on the overhead. Support you answer. Fill in the pattern sentence with the “point” statement. 
5. Verbalize your answer.  This section is about…..and the point is……
6. Place a memory check beside the text.
7. Discuss with the students the process that you went through.

8. Ask students to read a second selection of the text.
9. Next, ask them to share and discuss what might be a good ‘about” statement for this selection. After a statement has been decided upon, write it on the board or overhead.
10. Follow the above procedure for the accompanying “point” statement. Write it on the board or overhead.
11. Ask students to read a third paragraph and work with a partner or in a triad to develop “about” and “point” statements.

12. Write the statements developed by the groups on the board or overhead. Discuss. Ask students to silently read the rest of the selection and independently write their own “about-point” suggestions for each paragraph or selected subsections.

Extensions:

· Assign specific paragraphs to certain students and ask them to develop “about-point” statement for that paragraph. Discuss as a class.

· Use “about-point” statements as a homework activity. Assign a section of text to be read and ask students to develop “about-point” statements.
· Compile a list of student-generated “about-point” statements for a large portion of text. Students can then use these as a study guide and test review.
     




CROCODILES AND ALLIGATORS- WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?





     Have you ever seen a crocodile or an alligator?  If you have, then you know how difficult it can be to tell them apart.  Because they are both members of the same family, there are many ways in which these cold-blooded reptiles are alike.  For example, both crocodiles and alligators love to be warm.  In fact, they bask in the warmth of the sun for hours each day.  Like other reptiles, the body temperature of crocodiles and alligators is always the same as that of their surroundings.  To survive, they must live in areas that provide the heat they require.  Crocodiles can be found in the swamps and rivers of warm regions in the Americas.  They also live in parts of Africa, Asia, and Australia.  Alligators are commonly found along warm coastal areas in the United States and in parts of China.





  Finding differences between a crocodile and an alligator can be difficult.  The first thing you can do to try to tell them apart is to look at the jaws of each reptile.  If the lower teeth stick out when the jaw is closed, then the animal is a crocodile.  If you cannot see the teeth when the jaw is closed, then the animal is an alligator.
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