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· Proposal #9

A Dedicated STC for High School 





Anne Arundel County, Debra Stahl

AACPS is one of the only public school systems to employ School Test Coordinators in the high schools. Learn the advantages that this dedicated position has given both the county and individual school based sites. A panel discussion of “Lessons Learned” will be included for the audience to field questions to our STC team. Included will be a demonstration of our Student Dashboard Data system and a sharing of “Tools of Our Trade” which have been created by our team to assist us in our testing responsibilities. 

· Proposal # 11

“Statistics on ‘Film NOIR’”





Baltimore County, Gary Brager

"Noir" in French means "dark," an apt description of statistics. "NOIR" is also an acronym for the kinds of data. N=nominal, O=ordinal, I=interval, R=ratio. Participants will "see" that statistics is the study of relationships; the kinds of data determine the analysis. Participants will banish the dark of statistics forever.

· Proposal #12

“HSA Building Blocks: The Impact of Elementary Education”





Montgomery County, Susan Ginsberg

Participants will explore alignments between HSA and MSA content strands. The presentation will incorporate a back mapping model to identify foundational content essential to success on the HSA. Through interactive HSA experiences, participants will make connections between daily elementary instruction and the long term goal for meeting high school graduation requirements.

· Proposal #15
“Zoning in on the HSA – How Can I Make Reviews Interesting to My Students?”





Charles County, Harriet Back

We will describe a practicum model which demonstrates a strategy used in the science classroom that can be extended to all curriculum areas focusing on hands-on activities. The method simplifies learning and targets key concepts and indicators needed for success on the HSA. Participants will receive examples of materials. Time will be allocated to construct a model from the participant’s curriculum area.

· Proposal #16

“The Role of Classroom Assessment”





Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt, Valerie Hunt

Reliability has to do with the quality of measurement and the consistency of your measures. This session will address how teachers/administrators can create quality assessments at the classroom or district level to accurately measure student proficiency. Participants will learn how to analyze standards to determine the standard’s cognitive level, will learn to create items/assessments that can determine student proficiency of the standards, and will choose the best method to assess student achievement.

· Proposal #23

“Using Data to Maximize Student Achievement”





Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt, Valerie Hunt

Participants will focus on using data to maximize student achievement. How do you ensure valid assessments and what kind of instructional decisions do we make with the data? How do you use data to create student accountability and increase motivation, how do you use data for scheduling, and how do you individualize and differentiate instruction? Using Edusoft, state performance data will be shared at the school and classroom level that substantiates the success of our use of data driven instruction.

· Proposal #18

“Developing Quality Assessment Items”





PGCPS, Jeanne’ McWilliamson, Anne Dillon

Participants will learn what questions to ask before developing an assessment. Participants will focus on rules and guidelines for constructing high-quality items. They will examine and brainstorm items, working through the levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy to create items that require depth of thought, making connections and applying skills.

· Proposal #19

“Using Technology to Help Students Achieve”





PGCPS, Beth Fuhrer

Perrywood ES Staff will present how we use computer-based programs to differentiate instruction and to enhance student achievement.  Programs which are regularly used such as I-Station, Study Island, First in Math, and Accelerated Reader have helped our struggling students make the necessary gains which help them succeed on MSA as well as access the State Curriculum.  We will also share data to show the effectiveness of each program and share ways to incorporate these programs into the instructional day.

· Proposal #20

“Dirty Data Drives Student Achievement”





Anne Arundel County, Terry Poisson, Shannon Pugh.

“We are not Pearson - so all our data is dirty: unreliable and not valid.” We don’t care because at the root of improved student learning is the change in teacher behaviors. That is exactly what is happening as teachers get dirty with their assessments. Our teachers were alerted to the lack of student growth by the data, and then the actual work began as we engaged school teams to own their data and evaluate their instruction in terms of rigor. Presenters will chronicle the development, implementation, and the results of years one & two of student assessments to measure student learning.

· Proposal #25
“Using BCPS Benchmark Testing Program to Predict Passing HSA for 1st Time Test Takers”





Baltimore City, Aaron Douglas

This presentation will demonstrate how the scores from Benchmark assessments can be used to predict the likelihoods of passing Maryland HSAs for individual students. Using data from the BCPS benchmark tests, statistical prediction models will be presented. The process to develop and evaluate the prediction models will be covered.

· Proposal # 26

“Increasing Academic Rigor”





Baltimore City, Pamela Smith

Administrators are always looking for student engagement, right? Well, students want to be engaged as well! If you increase the academic rigor in your classroom you will notice improved participation among students. Your administrator will be pleased and you will have provided quality instruction that will prepare students for the future.

· Proposal #27
“Using Immediate Feedback to Improve High Risk Students Mathematical Performance”





PGCPS/Lexmark, Kim Bradshaw

A P.G. County elementary school with a population of high risk students, in partnership with Lexmark International Inc., uses a testing and grading solution for formative and summative assessments. This presentation will share a proven strategy for informing teacher instruction, motivating students, increasing student performance and homework compliance, and improving parental communication and involvement.

· Proposal #28

“The Power of 3 for AP – Building Skills for Success”





College Board, Mary Fry

As schools expand AP programs, student participation and performance become critical as more students prepare for college and the world of work. Three components for success in these college level courses are study skills, critical thinking, and problem solving skills. Learn strategies to increase AP performance for all students.

· Proposal #33
“Automated Scoring of Constructed Response Items: An Overview of Current Capabilities and Ongoing Research”





ETS, Derrick Higgins

This presentation provides an overview of the state of the art in automated scoring of constructed-response tasks, and summarizes ongoing research which will determine the feasibility of automated scoring of additional innovative item types. e-rater, c-rater, m-rater and SpeechRater are presented as examples of the technologies currently in existence.**This presentation topic has been informally approved by MSDE.

· Proposal #34

“Improving Data Quality Through Data Rules”





PGCPS, Bruce Hislop

Every system has bad data. A local system is working to improve the quality of data-system data for loading into the new data warehouse. This presentation outlines the steps taken to create data rules governing issues of referential integrity, which will eventually become part of an Operational Data Dictionary. This effort, while in process, has already resulted in "ownership" of data within offices, and in improved focus on data processes and use.

· Proposal #35

“Test Equating for the Non-Math Types”





PGCPS, Bruce Hislop

What is test equating? What does it mean for tests to be equated? Does it really matter? How are tests equated? Are the MSA tests equated? Can they be? Can we pretend they are? Will the state have to make new tests? How does student growth fit in? How can you define growth? How can you quantify one year.

· Proposal #36
“Unraveling Mysteries: Scale Scores, Cut Scores, IRT Scores – Clear Explanations”





ETS, Lucille Dungan

What are the basic concepts behind scale scores and cut scores. In non-technical manner, session answers questions asked about how scale scores are produced, what they mean, and why they are difficult to understand. Then, interrelated concepts of equating tests and meaning of cut-scores are explained. This session is for those who do not have formal training in statistics/IRT.

· Proposal #37
“How are Baking Powder and Formative Assessments Alike? Quick and Easy Raising Agents for K-16 Classrooms”





University of MD, Kathy Alvestad

AYP depends on effective classroom assessment just as cakes depend on baking powder. We can't get good results in either situation without the raising agent.  This presentation will provide new ideas, strategies, and materials for using formative assessments as raising agents to ensure maximum student achievement in K-16 classrooms.

· Proposal #38

“Current Research on Formative Assessment”





University of MD, Kathy Alvestad

Recent research has yielded interesting and useful information about how teachers can use formative assessment to increase student achievement, but teachers don't always have easy access to the research.  This presentation will summarize some of the research reported in the past few years that is most applicable to K-16 classrooms.

· Proposal #39

“Comparability of Computer and Paper HSA Tests”





ETS, Sharon Slater

ETS staff will present results from a study to investigate the comparability of the two testing modes of the Maryland High School Assessments: computer and paper. Topics addressed will include whether or not the constructs are invariant in both modes of test administration, and if so, if student performance is similar in the two modes. (Presentation topic has already been approved by MSDE.)

· Proposal #40

“Best Practices – Identifying Students for Early HSA Intervention”





Harford County, Linda Chermock

Participants will learn how to use a Strategic Monitoring Tool (SMT) to quickly identify students who are in need of early intervention for the HSA. This session will show the value of the SMT and intervention strategies used to increase student confidence and performance on the HSA.

· Proposal # 41
“Race to the Top Assessment Program – What is it? How Might it Change K-12 Assessment?”





ETS, Phil Young

The Race to the Top Assessment Program could significantly affect the work of every educator and vendor attending the MAG Conference. Its goal is comprehensive reform of statewide assessment systems. If you are unclear about what the “consortia” are or what “PARCC” and “SMARTER Balanced” advocate, come to this session for a clear explanation.

· Proposal #42
“Enhancing Teacher Effectiveness and Student Engagement through Choice Boards”





Rhonda Harding, M.Ed., Patricia Tenowich O’Malley, Ph.D. 

Kennedy Krieger Institute

Looking for ways to provide students with choices for demonstrating knowledge? Choice boards offer an effective approach for a single lesson, a week-long lesson, or even a unit of study. Session includes: checklist of essential features, copies of a variety of choice boards, matrix for lesson development, and scoring tools.

· Proposal #43

“Student Evaluation: Steps for Creating Teacher Made Tests”





Kennedy Krieger, Patricia Tenowich O’Malley, Ph.D.c

This session provides a general overview of objective-analytic practices for teachers to develop quality tests in core areas of achievement. The focus will be the appropriate use, advantages, disadvantages of multiple choice, true/false, matching, short answer, and essay test questions, including tips for constructing good types of each.

· Proposal #44 

Using Computer-Adaptive Assessments to Race to the Top





Doug Roberts & Haya Shamir, Waterford Research Institute


Many of the tools available for K-2 formative assessment are time-intensive, costly, and difficult for teachers to administer. Waterford Research Institute recently completed research to build computer-adaptive formative assessment and instructional planning solution. We will share the results of this research, and demonstrate the new Waterford tool, called "Waterford Assessments of Core Skills" (WACS), which is a highly engaging and efficient method for providing teachers with accurate real-time data about student literacy progress. 

· Proposal #45

Where do we start? Identifying Schools for Additional Intervention





Lydia D'Alios, Jeff Li, & Anne Dillom, PGCPS


We will describe a graphical method to identify schools needing additional support. We calculated two distinct performance indicators: Maryland’s Overall Weighted Rank and local assessment midyear performance. Incorporating school improvement status, SPSS scatter plot graphing feature compared these values, placing schools into easily identifiable quadrants of need.

· Proposal #46

Getting to the "core" of the situation in Mathematics





Mary Davis, America’s Choice


Fewer, clearer, higher standards will point Maryland and the rest of the United States in the right direction for preparing high school graduates who are college-ready. So what is going to have to change to make it work? Come discuss what I learned studying these new standards with Phil Daro, one of the authors of the Common Core Math standards.

· Proposal #47

Addressing misconceptions in the math classroom head on!





Mary Davis, America’s Choice

All children know math! The problem is the validity of what they have learned. Too often children are taught ways to remember things without the conceptual understanding necessary to use them. Come find out ways to revise misconceptions and move forward in any math class!!

· Proposal #48
Moving Beyond CFIP:  The CFIP Implementation Rubric and School and Building District Capacity to Support a Data-driven Culture

Mike Hickey and Ron Thomas, Towson University

Over the past several years, many MAG Conference participants have been introduced to the Classroom-Focused Improvement Process (CFIP), a question-based protocol for the collaborative analysis of student achievement data, and its use in improving teaching and learning. In this two-hour session, participants will use a new implementation rubric tool to examine the current status of data analysis in their schools or districts and identify the high-leverage actions that will take them to the next level.  Among the topics that will be discussed are the extent to which teams have autonomy to act on the results of their data analyses and the role of school leaders in providing time, support, and resources that build the capacity of team members to be independent data users.  Learn to take autonomy for acting on the results of student performance data analyses.  

· Proposal #49

Wednesday Keynote Presentation

Nancy Grasmick, MSDE

· Proposal #50

AYP 101, Calculation of Elementary and Middle School AYP

Doug Strader and Matt Dammann, MSDE

The session will include a review of elementary and middle school Adequate Yearly progress which will include safe harbor, calculations and differentiated AYP. Through interactive examples and discussion, participants will examine how individuals affect Adequate Yearly progress

· Proposal #51

AYP 102, The High School Status Model

Laia Block and Doug Strader, MSDE

· Proposal #52

Audits and Data Quality

Doug Strader and Laia Block, MSDE

· Proposal #53

Online Testing: A Test Examiner’s Survival Guide

Dale Cornelius, MSDE

It’s hard enough proctoring an online test, but when a technology issue rears its ugly head an already stressful situation can become an instant nightmare.  This workshop, designed as a train-the-trainer for LACs to use with STCs and TEs, focuses on how to navigate online testing environments.  During the one-hour session, we will learn how to respond to the most common technology issues that arise, paying particular attention to the TestNav Early Warning System and Pearson Access.

· Proposal #54

Alt-MSA Online Professional Development Modules

Trinell Bowman, C. Henderson, & K. Andrews, MSDE

Teachers continue to struggle with the administration of the Alt-MSA portfolio assessment for students with the most severe cognitive disabilities.  This presentation will review online training modules developed specifically to assist schools in successfully administering the Alt-MSA.  Participants will be provided with take-a-ways as well as strategies that can be implemented during the 2011 test administration. 

· Proposal #55

Common Core Assessments: What might they look like?

Lynn Vasquez and Leslie Wilson, MSDE

Along with a change to common core standards will be a new set of assessments – these will be developed by a consortium of states with which MD is working.  These assessments are expected to be implemented during the 2014-15 school year.   This presentation will describe the current plans for these assessments and how they will be different from what we have now.  

· Proposal #56

Update on Federal Mandates and Changes

Leslie Wilson, MSDE

Federal mandates under ESEA are expanding and changing each year.  This session will provide updates on the salient changes for 2010, including new race codes, cohort graduation rate, and other changes.

· Proposal #57

The Future of Maryland’s Data Systems

Leslie Wilson, MSDE

Federal reporting requirements under ESEA are multiplying each year.  There are now standards for state data systems that will require LEA systems to expand their own data collections in order to meet these requirements.  This is the annual progress report on MSDE’s system and what may be coming next.

· Proposal #58

Local Accountability Coordinator Meeting

Leslie Wilson and Clayton Best, MSDE

· Proposal #59

Implementing the Common Core Standards

Director of Curriculum, MSDE

In June, the State Board of Education adopted the Common Core Standards.  This session will provide information on what this means for Maryland, what the timeline might be for implementation, and how Maryland’s school systems will participate in the process. 

· Proposal #60

Educator Effectiveness and Student Performance

Colleen Seremet, MSDE

This year, Maryland legislators passed a law stating that 50% of an educator’s evaluation must be based on student performance.  MSDE is working with seven school systems to pilot these educator effectiveness evaluations.  A panel representing some of these LEAS will discuss their approach, the issues to be addressed, and some potential solutions. 

· Proposal #61

Working with Special Education and ELL Populations

Cathy Nelson and Kalisha Miller, MSDE

· Proposal #62

MD School Reform: Title I School Improvement Grant

Jim Newkirk, McKnight, Hepler, and Lamb, MSDE

MSDE received approximately $47 million federal dollars to turn around Maryland’s persistently lowest achieving schools through the School Improvement Grant (SIG) Program. This grant award showcases Maryland’s commitment to school reform.  This presentation will focus on the planning, implementing, monitoring and evaluating the Maryland’s SIG Tier I and Tier II schools.  
· Proposal #63

School Climate: Strategies for Improvement

Andrea Alexander and Sally Dorman, MSDE

Presenters will discuss national and Maryland incidence data related to school climate, share tools for assessing school climate in the building, and discuss evidence-based practices, both  prevention and intervention, in nature to improve student, staff and parent perception of school’s climate.   

· Proposal #64

Students with Intensive Behavioral and Emotional Needs

Andrea Alexander and Sally Dorman, MSDE

Presenters will discuss three tiered prevention and intervention logic and discuss scenarios in which students needs require significant supports in the classroom.  Discussion will include research on alternative settings, and on the interventions that have been researched rigorously and found to be effective with this population.  

· Proposal #65

Family Engagement = Student Success

Barb Scherr and Young-Chan Han, MSDE

Over 40years of research supports that when schools and families work together to support learning, students thrive in school and in life.  Participants will understand the important role of family engagement in education and learn strategies to build family, school, and community partnerships.

· Proposal #66
He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My Brother: A Statewide Initiative to Increase African American male Achievement

Michial Gill and Walt Salee, MSDE

In 2007, Maryland published a Task Force report on the Education of African American males.  Participants in this session will explore the issue of achievement for African American males, review the history of the Task Force report and discuss present and future strategies Maryland is taking to address the issue.  The goal of the session is to share strategies used to help African American males be successful in education and update the group one year into implementation.  

· Proposal #67

Bridge Plan Presentation

Scott Peiffer, MSDE

· Proposal #68

Ensuring Compliance with FERPA

Jackie LaFiandra, MSDE

FERPA is the Family Education Records Privacy Act.  All educators and staff must be familiar with FERPA guidelines in order to ensure they make informed decisions about protecting the privacy of student records.  Is your school system in compliance?  Come learn the legal perspectives of FERPA and how these guidelines affect data reporting and sharing.  

· Proposal #69

Fundamentals of Measurement

Larry Hanken, Pearson 

This program is designed to re-engage the participant in the basic fundamentals of tests and assessments used in educational and psychological measurement (i.e. kinds and types of tests, norms, confidence intervals, correlations, data, etc) The core focus will be on the selection of appropriate tests/assessments, uses and abuses of test score data, and application of data for response to interventions. The new IDEA 2004 tenants and other new national agendas will also be covered as they relate to educational measurement.

· Proposal #70

Friday Keynote Presentation

Betty Morgan, WCPS
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