WHAT’S YOUR STRATEGY?  
90 minute session
Test Readiness Activity designed by Brian Green AUSSIE Literacy Consultant.

This lesson is designed to offer students a chance to find out about what they know concerning the individual strategies that they will use during the multiple choice section of the ELA test.  It is also a valuable tool for allowing students to share strategies and for teachers to recognize those strategies that have been internalized by students. 
This lesson is designed to synthesize the test readiness activities and empower students to identify the strongest strategies they can use to “attack” the test.
REQUIREMENTS

· a copy of an ELA test (Princeton or similar) with at least 5 passages and corresponding multiple choice questions (1 booklet per student).

· copy of handout “What’s Your Strategy?”  (1 copy per student)
· copy of multiple choice activity sheet (1 copy per student)

· chart paper (1 per group)
· markers

STUDENTS WILL BE SPLIT INTO 5 GROUPS

Each student will be given a test booklet and handout “What’s Your Strategy?”

Teacher introduces session, explaining that the aim today is to find out what strategies they will use to “Attack the test…not have the test attack them!”  (5 mins)
(Follow directions on handout). Each group will only look at one piece of text and corresponding questions. 

After 10 minutes silent/writing work, students finish collecting information.

Each student then fills in the Multiple Choice Activity Sheet, taking time to answer the questions as they relate to them.
Using chart paper, numbered 1-8, students in the group collate their information with the group, collecting all the information.

Share out the information to the rest of the groups, picking up on specific details and strategies as they are announced.

Have students go back to the “What’s Your Strategy?” sheet and write numbers beside each strategy to identify chronological order of strategies they used.  

Poll the class, concerning their first strategy.

Have students write down in their notebooks, a paragraph about the best three strategies that they can take into the test to “attack”. 
Share.

