Student Attitudes and Motivation

The research suggests that as children grow older, their perceptions of competence and control change. Younger children equate hard work with success in school while older students are more likely to feel luck or fate determines their success on tests. Also, younger children more often see tests as a valid gauge of how well they are doing and of how well their teachers and schools are doing. On the other hand, older students are more disillusioned and skeptical about the value of tests and their role in the educational process.  The research indicates that students who are successful in testing situations: 

· comprehend the purpose for testing; 

· realize how the results will be used; 

· understand the importance of the test; 

· recognize the relevance of the test to instruction; 

· expect to do well on standardized tests; and 

· are confident in their abilities to do well on tests. 

Considering the research, we believe that there is a clear need to improve student attitudes about testing and increase their motivation for doing well on the tests. They also need to feel more comfortable in testing situations and more confident in their abilities to do well. Some strategies for accomplishing those goals are presented in the next sections.

