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ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 is being developed 
through a $10.5 million Enhanced 
Assessment Grant awarded to WIDA and 
the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction to develop an online assessment 
system for English language learners.
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WIDA/ASSETS Member States
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Summative & Screener 
Overview

Computer-delivered Paper-based
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Listening Test Features

Summative: 18 – 24 items
Screener: 12 – 18 items
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Reading Test Features

Summative: 24 – 30 items
Screener: 15 –18 items
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Writing Test Features

Grade 
range

Prompt 
presentation

Scripting Planning 
space

Student response

1-3 paper test booklet live TA in test booklet paper test booklet only

4-5 onscreen
virtual 

and live 
TA

scrap paper
writing response booklet 
(or computer for pre-
identified students)

6-12 onscreen
virtual 

and live 
TA

scrap paper
computer (or writing 
response booklet for 
pre-identified students)
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Writing Test Features 
(Summative)

Summative: 3 tasks
Screener: 0 – 1 task
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Writing Test Features 
(Screener)

Integrated 
Speaking & 
Writing Entry 
Task
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Speaking Test Features

Task input, guided by Virtual TA
Model response, guided by model 
student
Student’s responses
Tools

Record/stop
Speech indicator
Task timer
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Speaking Test Features 
(Summative)
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Speaking Test Features
(Screener)

14

Rater Training Program for 
Screener

What is the WIDA ACCESS 2.0 Screener 
Rater Training Program?

Online self-instructional program that will 
provide guidance to raters who score oral and 
written performances on the ACCESS 2.0 
Screener
The program will provide grade cluster-specific 
speaking and writing samples for rater practice 
and calibration prior to the administration of the 
Screener
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ACCESS 2.0 Transition
Year Annual 

Technical 
Report

Operational Field 
Test 

Item Writing & 
Development

2013-2014 301 302 303 
ACCESS 2.0 ACCESS 2.0

2014-2015 302 303 ACCESS 2.0 ACCESS 2.0

2015-2016 303

ACCESS 2.0 
(Screener 

available Feb 
2016*)

ACCESS 2.0 ACCESS 2.0

*Maryland will start using the Screener in the SY2016-17.
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Interim Assessment

NEW! 
Listening, Reading and Writing
For grades 3, 6, 9-10
About 45 minutes to administer
Provide instructional information to 
teachers
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ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 
Field Test
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Purpose of the Field Test

To collect data to ensure all items are on 
the highest qualify
To establish the psychometric linking 
between performances on the current 
paper-based ACCESS for ELLs and 
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0

In order to establish this link, students must 
complete the field test in the same tier as the 
current paper-based test after the operational test 
(WIDA recommends 2 weeks after)
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Field Test in Maryland

Listening: Grades 1-12
Field test website: www.wida.us/2.0/FT
ACCESS for ELLs testing window

Primary window: January 12 – February 13, 2015
Make-up window: February 17 – 27, 2015
ELLs must take the paper-based ACCESS test first.

Suggested field testing window
ELLs take field test 2 weeks after taking the paper-
based ACCESS test. If not feasible, 1 week after 
taking the paper-based ACCESS test will be fine. 
ELL must take the same tier as the paper-based 
ACCESS test.
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WIDA Instructional 
Resources
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Adopted from Gottlieb, 2006

A Comprehensive System

CURRICULUM &
INSTRUCTION 

STANDARDS

ASSESSMENTS 
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Language
Development

Language
Proficiency

Language 
Education

Content
(CCSS, 

NGSS, etc.)

General 
Education

Academic 
Achievement
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WIDA�’s ELP Standards

Social & 
Instructional 
Language

Language of 
Language 

Arts
Language of 
Mathematics

Language of 
Science

Language of 
Social 

Studies

Academic Language

Standard 1 Standard 2          Standard 3         Standard 4         Standard 5
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Standards Connection

Example Context for Language Use

Cognitive Function

Topic-related Language

WIDA�’s 2012 ELD Standards
GRADE 7
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Example Language Features
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Support Examples
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Specific Examples of Sensory 
Supports
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Example Use of Graphic
Organizers
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CAN DO Descriptors 

• Provide teachers with information on the language students 
are able to understand and produce in the classroom in within 
all five ELD standards.

• Available in both English and Spanish for the following 
grade-level clusters:

PreK-K Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12
Grade 1-2 Grades 9-12
Grades 3-5  

• Can Do Name Charts
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Q & A


